muills o the Katahdin Begion have
closed and the ripple effect is be-
ing felt by municipalities, local
businesaes, our award-winning
hospital and the region’s school
svstems: all struggiing firanciaily.
The area’s infrastructure is crum-
bling and families are hurting. The
Katahdin Area Thamber of Com-
merce board of directors wants
to help turn that arcund. Proudly
serving 140 members in the sur-
rounding communities as well
a3 several businesses in outlying
sowns and uncrgamzed territories,
the chamber is an integral sco-
aomic development vehicle in the
region and is looking to the fune.
Fiiotsville Plantation Inc, a
Maine-based foundation, wants
5o donate 73,000 acres of land 10
create a national park and up to
F5000 acres for a national rec-
reation area, cast of Baxier State
Park along the Hast Branch of the
Penobscot River, as well as create
a substantial endowment for the
permanent maiitenance and opera-
tion of both.
The park would provide hiking,
micycling, snowshoeing, yoss-
country skiing, camping, paddling,
fishing, wildlife waiching, horse-
back riding and scenic drives, a3
weil as the preservation of namal,
tistoric and cultural resources. The
recreation area would provide all
of that as weil as spowmobiling
and huniing.

Regarding 2 national pak’s im-
pact on industry, since the esiab-
Hishment of the Clean Air Act there
are Do examples where alr quality
siandards of a region bave been
made more stringent due 1o the as-
tablishment of a new national park.
{The Congaree National bonu-
ment i South Carolina became a
national park in 2003 and Intermna-
tional Paper Company continues io
operate nearby.)

The sconomic benefits of a na-
tional parl and national recreation
area for Penobscot and Piscataquis

counties are outlined in compre-
* hensive swdies provided by Head-
water Economics, an independent
nenprofit research group, and are
available at hupi/bitiy/katahdin-
park. The reports used independent
data and conservative methodoi-
ogy, and were peer reviewed by
leading Maine economists who
verified that the studies’ approach
and findings were sound. They
mrowide ecomvelling evidence of

Honal recrealion areas SO~
munities similar 10 the two-county

regicn in Maine,

The reports found that the impact
on the tumber mdustry of 150000
acres of privaie land in this area
would be extremely smaill. The
land could produce, at most,
120500 tons of green Gber per
vear, less than | percent of Maine’s
annual wilization. Sustainable for-
sstry on this amount of acreage
wouid employ approximately 21
people. At most, with indirect jobs,
annual tmber operations could
potentially vield a tctal of 30 local
iobs. However, this is hrelevant
in that the current owners of this
property do not plan 1o harvest the
tirnber in the absence of a national
park, except nunimally for wildlife
habitat maintenance.

With a declining population and
loss of a great part of the primary
industry i the Katahdin Region,
this proposed nationai park and
national recreation area, with us
abupdant and wnique forestland,
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, wet-
jands, spectacular falls, rare plant
species and interesting geological
features (such as Haskell Rock and
Crand Pitch), is 2 potential avenue
for viable, long-term eraployment.
The economic reports predict ap-
proximately 1,000 iobs in the pri-
vate and public sectors.

{Considering a broader economic
sirategy, the communifes sur-
rounding the national park and
nationat recreation area would
wisely optimize the benefits with
improved  educational facilities,
services and municipal nfrastruc-
rore, thereby creating jobs.

The proud heritage of the Kawmh-
din Region can be sustained if we
inciude consclentious tourism and
recreation in the economic equa-
tion. The awe-inspiring natural re-
sources here are a gift 1o be shared.
EPL is offering a picce of this gift,
preserved for generations [0 <ome.
This substantial investment will
strengthen the local sconomy, cre-
ate jobs and help tmn the tide on
the declining population.

Cur sons and daughters and others
with love for the Katahdin Region
need reasons and means o live and
thrive here, growing their families
and bringing businesses, industries,
hope and prosperity to the central
and northern Maine communities.
The KACC believes this is a posi-
five step toward that goal.
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