
 

 

 

 

 
 

Solar Power in Maine 
 

 

 
 

Solar power is a clean, local, renewable energy source that is available statewide. Solar panels are 
being installed around the country and world in huge numbers, but Maine is falling behind other states 
in the region in developing solar power. Maine should take charge of our electricity by better helping 
homeowners and businesses harness their own clean, local solar power. 

Good for Maine’s Environment 
 

Maine people overwhelmingly support solar energy 
because it reduces pollution and protects the 
environment. Fossil-fuel burning power plants are a 
leading source of climate-changing pollution. It is 
important that we increase clean energy sources since 
climate change threatens Maine’s economy and way of 
life in serious ways. Solar panels provide extra value 
because they produce clean power when we need it the 
most—on hot summer days when power from the 
electric grid is the most expensive and most polluting. 

 

Good for Maine’s Economy 
 

Every year, Maine sends billions of dollars out of 
state to buy fossil fuels. The path to keeping our 
energy dollars in Maine and increasing our energy 
independence is for us to invest in more homegrown 
renewable energy, including solar power. Prices for 
solar panels have fallen 75% in the last five years, 
making it a great option for producing electricity in 
Maine. And rooftop solar power is a way to limit 
expensive transmission and distribution costs that are 
driving up electric rates for Mainers. Solar power can 
be generated in every Maine town, urban or rural.  



 

The Value of Solar Power in Maine 
 

In 2015, the Maine Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
issued a detailed study evaluating the value of solar 
energy. The PUC’s study shows that an increase in solar 
creates cheaper power for all consumers, reduced costs 
for our electricity grid, more stable prices, greater energy 
security, and less air and carbon pollution. Every Maine 
electricity user saves money when solar power is installed 
in Maine. But because Maine does not have adequate solar 
policies, we are missing out on significant benefits. 
 

 

Local, Good-Paying Solar Jobs 
 

Maine has the potential for a robust, statewide solar industry with many more good jobs. Maine 
already has an estimated 45 companies employing 270 Maine people in solar. But our state is falling 
behind others in solar energy, solar jobs, and cutting energy costs.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Maine Can’t Afford to Fall Behind. 
 

Maine has fallen to nearly last place in the Northeast in 
solar power development because we are the only 
state in New England that does not have a solar policy. 
As a result, we are missing out on the full benefits of 
solar, including cheaper power and good solar jobs. 
Maine needs an effective solar policy that will reduce 
barriers, treat solar-producing homes and businesses 
fairly, and increase the number of solar installations, 
so all Maine people and businesses can benefit fully 
from solar power. 



 

What’s Happening in Augusta? 
 

Maine does not have a fair, effective solar policy to help residents and businesses invest in solar 
energy. It is time to improve Maine’s policies to provide better access to solar power for Maine people 
and for the economic, job creation, and energy security benefits that solar energy provides. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After years of efforts, a bipartisan solar bill nearly overcame Governor LePage’s veto in 2016. This bill 
had strong, broad support from a bipartisan group of lawmakers, Maine solar companies, the 
environmental community, towns, community leaders, public health groups, and many others. The bill 
provided a strong, well-developed solar energy policy, which Maine has lacked for years. 
Unfortunately, the Legislature failed to override Governor LePage’s veto by only two votes. 
 

In the fall of 2016, the Maine Public Utilities Commission (PUC) proposed an extreme anti-solar 
rollback of solar net metering rules. Net metering has made it possible for thousands of Maine homes 
and businesses to own and produce their own solar power. It is the simple, effective mechanism 
existing in Maine—and most other states—to give solar customers credit on their electricity bills for 
power they provide to the grid. NRCM led the solar campaign at the Legislature and is committed to 
defending net metering at the PUC. We are also counting on the Maine Legislature to take up solar 
power as a top priority in the coming session in January 2017, especially if the PUC gives final approval 
to their rollback.   

 

 

 



 

 

Community Solar 
 
Solar energy is quickly turning into a community endeavor in Maine, with more and more people 
choosing to invest together to switch to renewable energy and protect our environment. One model, 
community solar farms, is an option for people who may not have the roof or room for solar panels, 
but are eager to produce their own renewable energy. Community solar farm agreements can be 
owned and structured in different ways. Current Maine state law dictates that these shared solar 
farms, which may be located on private or public land, can only be used by up to ten households or 
businesses. Other states do not have this arbitrary and unnecessary limit. 
 
Another community solar model, 
“Solarize”, allows for bulk purchasing of 
solar panels, to lower the cost for 
residents and businesses in that area. 
The panels are installed separately on 
each participant’s building. 
 
A third model, municipally owned solar 
projects, are also springing up in Maine. 
Towns around the state are organizing 
these projects on municipal property or 
buildings, which can benefit taxpayers 
and residents. 
 
Learn more with NRCM’s Community Solar Toolkit, which is available online at www.nrcm.org.
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